
MINUTES FROM: Kamloops Food Policy Council 

Meeting July 8 2015 

  

Wednesday, July 8, 2015  @ 6:30 pm  
Mount Paul United Church 

WELCOME from Rotating Chairperson, Laura Kalina 

Note Taker:  Anne Grube 

  

1.      KFPC Board Update--Laura reported that there was a very positive response tor KFPC 
20th Anniversary Presentation ( by Laura and Robin Reid) at City Council.  She read a 

complimentary letter from Mayor Milobar.  Action item--the KFPC will arrange a meeting 

with Mayor Milobar in the fall. 

  

2.      Round Table introductions--present--Heidi, Julian, Elaine, Laura, Shannon, Keira, Sandra, 
Lavonne, Glen, Anne, Shelagh, Jose Demelo from WestCoast Hydroponic Garden Shop 

info@westcoasthgs.com 

  

3.      Farm to School--Keira has 8 school programs in progress, 4 ready to go in the fall, and 4 in 
the planning stage.  Lavonne noted the need for more education in order to avoid waste. 

  

4.      10th Annual BC Food Systems Network--Keira attended the off-line gathering near Prince 
George.  The BCFSN is centered around Indigenous Food Sovereignty & First Nation land 

systems, recognizing that ecosystem health is basic.  The Salmon Caravan will be organized 

again this year.  Food Secure Canada has an Eat, Think, Vote 

campaign http://foodsecurecanada.org/EatThinkVote focusing on anti-poverty and food access--

citizens are encouraged to have a meal with local candidates to discuss these issues. 

  

5.      BC Meats for BC Markets--Lavonne provided a description of the program, specifically the 

app to connect consumers with outlets that carry local meat. 

  

6.      Community Food Action--Sandra reported that the GAP FaceBook page has received over 

500 likes.  Cherries were somewhat difficult to manage this year, apricots are now going well.  

Sandra is working to find new partners.  She has social enterprise contracts with Red Collar 
and Café Motivo.  She has had volunteers from the Valleyview Bible Church picking fruit and 
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weeding at the Elm Street Public Produce site.  GAP will be providing fruit for the MS bike Ride 

in Sept. 

  

7.      JUMP--Glenn reported on the collective gardens at Thistle Farm and the Red Garden.  A 
funding priority is to be able to hire someone to oversee the gardens and to organize 

volunteers.  He noted the need to bridge with the groups that support those in need, and the 

importance of having people from those groups meeting together.  Action item--Keira 

volunteered to attend (on behalf of the KFPC) Changing the Face of Poverty meetings (4th 

Wed. of the month at the Alliance Church from 8 to 9 am)  Goal--to have someone from that 
group attend KFPC meetings. 

  

8.      Kamloops Farmers' Market--Anne reported that the Markets are going well--Annelise has 
no more room for daily vendors--although agricultural vendors are always assured a spot.  The 

BCAFM has a Meet Your Market program--bring a friend to the Market and enter a draw.  

http://www.bcfarmersmarket.org/resources/meet-my-market#bringafriend 

  

9.      Master Gardeners--Elaine noted that July 14th is the City Council Meeting when a decision 
will be made on whether or not to ban the cosmetic use of pesticides in Kamloops.  Elaine and 

Fearon are presenting to city council On Tuesday at 3 pm.  A note will be sent to KFPC 

members to attend. 

  

10.  Community Gardens--Shelaigh told us that Riverside Garden is ready for gardeners, some 
have already planted.  ISC entry (top votes, 1692) in the Gardens for Good competition is one 

of 3 finalists--judges will decide which will receive the $15,000. 

  

11.  GE Free Kamloops--the group continues to meet monthly to raise awareness about the 
effects of GE foods.  See www.gefreekamloops.com  Short satirical video outlining the 

connection between pesticide use and GE foods  

http://www.theguardian.com/science/video/2015/jun/04/undercurrent-monsanto-roundup-

pesticide-herbicide-who-carcinogenic-video?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Tweet 
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